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The President Looks at the 50th Year 

w 
HaT I have to say today can 
be summed up in a single 
word ,  PROGRESS. S o  n a t u -  

ral ly  I was tempted to set the mood 
for this message by contrast ing the 
present  with the past. This, a f te r  
all, is the oldest and most common 
device ever invented for  showing 
progress. I t  has one basic weakness 
however in that  some of us "o ld-  
t i m e r s "  cherish our fond memories 
of the "good old days . "  And be- 
cause we do, these comparisons 
evoke an emotion quite the opposite 
of that  intended. 

This explains why I decided to 
reverse the process today. Rather  
t h a n  t h i n k  of al l  the  g r e a t  
changes  t h a t  have  t a k e n  p lace  
over  the  yea r s ,  l e t ' s  cons ide r  
b r i e f l y  the  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  
between " t h e n "  and " n o w . "  

For  example, fifty years ago, the 
year  this Society was organized, 
Robert E. Pea ry  t rudged across 
the frozen top of the world on 
snowshoes. The close of 1958 ~ w  
Commander  Anderson cruise com- 
f o r t a b l y  u n d e r  P e a r y ' s  d r i f t e d  
trail in the atomie-powered Nau- 
tilus. A new approach,  but the 
same goal ! 

In  1909 the U. S. A r m y  put  its 
first airplane into flight; last year  
the A r m y  put  its first satellite into 
orbit. Same goal, but  on a bigger 
scale! The first Model T Ford  
rolled off the assembly line in 1909. 
The Ford  Thunderbi rd  may  be 
longer, lower, and faster, but  it 
serves the same purpose as the Tin 
Lizzy on a sunny Sunday  after-  
noon. A half  century ago the lyri- 
cal command was " P u t  On Your  
Old Gray  Bonne t , "  today i t ' s "  Pu t  
On Your Blue Suede Shoes."  

Back " t h e n "  women showed 
their  disregard for male approval  
by wearing bulky hats festooned 
wi th  f ru i t ,  f lowers ,  fu r ,  and  
plumes, l ask you, " w h a t ' s  so 
different today ?"  

The whole point is this: while 
times change, people and the goals 
they strive for s tay p re t ty  much 
the same. Our organization is a 
Grime example. Af te r  50 years the 
Society is still  working  toward the 

goals set for th  bj~ its founders. 
True, the p r o g r ~ s  we have made 
was c e r t a i n l y  i nconce ivab l e  50 
years ago, but  our basic philosophy 
is unchanged. And that  is as it 
should be ! 

J. C. Konen 

When the original Society was 
formed in 1909, three standing 
eonlmittecs were formed: the Mem- 
bership Committee, the Committee 
on Uniform Methods and Coopera- 
tive Work, and the Governing 
Committee. These three bodies 
still exist. 

Under  the leadership of Norris 
Embree  the Membership Commit- 
tee has worked -~'aliantly dur ing 
the past year  to increase our roster 
with well-qualified persons. As of 
December 31, 1958, we listed 2,675 
members. As a measure of progres~ 
- - i n  1919 we had three corpora- 
tion members, today we have 120. 

The Uniform Methods Commit- 
tee continues to examine all ana- 
lytical methods recommended to 
the Society so that  the highest pos- 
sible s tandards  may be attained. 
This group works diligently and 
objectively throughout  the whole 
year  and deserves the commenda- 
tion of the Society membership. I t  
is because of their  critical guidance 
that  the A.O.C.S. Methods have 
become internat ional ly  recognized 
for excellence in the fats  and oils 
industry.  

J. T. R. Andrews has announced 
his pending ret i rement  and is to 
be replaced as chairman of this 
committee by T. II.  Hopper .  In  
turn,  E. M. Sallee is to become edi- 
tor of the Analyt ical  Methods to 
replace Mr. Hopper .  i wish to ex- 
press, m~ behalf of the Society, a 
t remendous debt of gra t i tude  to 
Mr. Andrews, who has been a mem- 
ber of the Uniform Methods Com- 
mittee continuously for 22 years 
and its chairman since 1949. 

C OMMITTEE activi ty continues to 
be the life-blood of the Society. 

Dur ing  this year  the president offi- 
cially confirmed approximate ly  600 
committee appointments.  I t  obvi- 
ously would be impractical  in this 
report~ to review the aeeomplish- 
meats  of this t remendous group of 
contributors.  However  mention of 
a few will serve as illustrations. 

The Statistical Committee, of 
which William Link is chairman, 
is a new group but  has already 
come up with a tentat ive method 
for the determination of precision 
and accuracy of test methods. This 
fills a long-felt need. 

The Fa t  Analysis Committee, 
under  the strong leadership of 
V. C. Mehlenbacher, is comprised 
of near ly  100 members, divided 
into 20 subcommittees, who are 
now working on approximate ly  40 
analytieal  methods. 

R. W. Bates, chairman of the 
Smalley Committee, reports- an- 
other good year. As an illustra- 
tion, this past  year  there were 139 
collaborators on the analysis of 
meal samples as compared with 69 
in 1947. This indeed is progress. 
We are pleased to announce that  
A r m o u r  and  C o m p a n y  has  gra-  
ciously offered to donate the new 
Smalley Award.  

The Examinat ion  Board, under  
the chairmanship of N. W. Ziels, 
has granted  Referee Certificates to 
40 commercial laboratories during' 
this year. 

Under  the auspices of the Edu-  
cation Committee a very success- 
ful  ShOrt Course on Soap and Syn- 
dets was held a t  Princeton, N. ,7. 
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F. D. Snell and his committee are to, be congratulated 
for handling so efficiently the p rogram and arrange-  
ments  for this course. Kar l  Mattil, chairman of the 
Educat ion Connnittee, repor ts  good progress in the 
planning of the 1959 Short  Course on Dry i ng  Oils by 
M. W. Formo and his committee. 

Under  the enthusiastic leadership of A. E. MacGee 
the membership and activities of the Technical Safe ty  
Committee continue to. expand. Although the whole 
committee has been extremely active, the work of the 
solvent extraction subcommittee in up-dat ing the 36T 
Standards  for  Solvent Extract ion plants is especially 
wor thy  of note. 

The National P rog ram  Committee, with Waldo C. 
Aul t  as chairman, has been of assistance in a r rang ing  
the at tendance of several foreign visitors at the 50th 
Anniversa ry  convention. 

The Journa l  of the American Oil Chemists '  Society 
hit a new high in paid subscriptions with a circulation 
of 4,964 as of December 31, 1958. More than one-third 
of the copies pr inted are sent to foreign countries, 
thus at test ing to the excellence of our Journal .  A . R .  
Baldwin, Mrs. Lucy  R. Hawkins,  and their  co-workers 
can jus t ly  be proud of the results of their  efforts. A 
new look to the editorial page and a new depar tment  
on hobbies denote progress .and improvement  in this 
activity. Other additions and changes are contem- 
plated dur ing the coming year  to. make the magazine 
nmre appeal ing to its readers and advert is ing clients. 

I t  is with real regret  that  we note the passing of 
several members:  Benjamin  F. Adams, O. M. Bakke, 
M. 5'L Durkee, S. S. Guthrie,  George S. Jamieson, 
Clyde C. Melnues, A. W. Schlenker, ,lean Paul  Sis- 
ley of Paris,  France ,  G. R. Thompson , and W. H. 
Woodstock. Dr. Jamieson was elected an honorary  
member  of A.O.C.S. in 1922 and was a world-renowned 
au thor i ty  o1~ fats. and oils. 

Seven members have been t ransfer red  f rom active 
to. emeritus membership status dur ing  the year:  
F. W. Blair, Mart in  L. Degavre, H e n r y  C, Dormitzer,  
Thomas E. Drisko, A r t h u r  Guillaudeu, D. C. Picard,  
and H e n r y  A. Sehuette. 

Memphis was host to the membership for the Spr ing 
meeting ef 1958. Chicago again graciously a r ranged  
the Fall  Meeting. Both conventions at tained the high 
s tandards  set over recent years for both the social and 
the technical programs. Congratulat ions are due the 
staffs and the respective chairmen: for  Memphis, Allen 
Smith, and for  Chicago, Charles W. Hoe r r  and A. A. 
Rodeghier. 

FEATURE of the Chicago meeting was the formal  
recognition Of T. H. Hopper  for  his long service 

as editor of the Methods and of M. M. Piskur  for his 
prepara t ion  of the Annual  Review of Li te ra ture  for  
the Journa l  dur ing  a period of 24 years. Such recog- 
nition was well deserved, and all members of the 
Society should be gra teful  to these men for  their  
contributions. 

Two other forms of recognition in Society affairs 
have been achieved this year.  i t  was your  pres ident ' s  
pleasure to be present in Chicago when the new A. E. 
Bailey Medal was presented to its first recipient, 
V. C. Mehlenbacher. The North Central  Section is 
to be complimented for  originating this award, for  
honoring, the memory  of an outstanding member in 
naming the award, and for choosing a most respected 
member of A.O.C.S. to be the first to receive the 
award.  At  this New Orleans meet ing the Bond Medal 
Award  will be presented for  the first t ime to the per- 

son giving the outstanding technical paper  at the 
Chicago fall  meeting. To the anonymous donor of this 
medal I wish to express the thanks  of A.O.C.S. for  
his making it possible. 

As the Society grows older, more and more of its 
members  will become eligible for emeritus status. 
]~eeli,ng that  this  honor should not be granted  too 
lightly, a committee headed by Howard  Black was 
appointed to s tudy proper  procedures for  selecting 
emeritus members  on a consistent basis. The findings 
of the committee will be publicized later. 

Real iz ing tha t  the services to indus t ry  offered by 
A.O.C~S. can be vast ly  extended by  cooperation with 
other allied technical organizations, the Governing 
Board set out to find a means fo r  implement ing this 
extension. K. E. Hol t  was selected to head a com- 
mittee to s tudy  liaison and cooperation between 
A.O.C.S. and other groups. The results of this s tudy 
definitely indicate the need for widening our associ- 
ations. The committee 's  recommendations will be 
formalized into policy by the incoming Governing 
Board. 

I t  is the responsibili ty of each new president and 
Governing Board  to car ry  on the established p rogram 
of the Society with freshness and vigor;  it is also 
necessary that  they respond quickly to novel situa- 
tions and changing circumstances so t h a t  the well- 
being of the Society may  be protected. 

A year  ago, when the budget  was presented to the 
Board, it was evident that  the Society would be 
operating" at a loss. Adver t is ing revenues had de- 
creased, and the cost of services and publications had 
increased. St rong measures to reverse this unfavor-  
able t rend were obviously necessary. They were taken. 
The subscription rate  of the Journa l  was raised from 
$6 to $8 per  year.  Membership dues were increased 
a corresponding amount,  f rom $8 to $10. Such in- 
creases are never popular.  The members  will realize 
however that  even the new rates are low for a Society 
with the s ta ture  of A.O.C.S. 

The advert is ing contract  with Har l ey  L. W a r d  Inc. 
was terminated,  and new agencies: were employed: 
Wil l iam T. Mohrnmn in the Eas t  and Davis and Sons 
in the Midwest. " D o e "  iVIaeGee and his Advert is ing 
Committee went to work with great  vigor to tu rn  up 
prospects and to assist the new solicitors in every 
possible way. Mrs. Hawkins  and her staff gave much 
thought  and m a n y  hours to devising Dromotional 
mater ial  and doing research that  would help persuade 
advert isers to use space in o u r  publication. Although 
we were approx imate ly  $5000 in the red this past  
year,  the t rend seems to have reversed. With  contin- 
uation of the efforts so well begun, we are confident 
that  in the nea r  future, we will overcome our diffi- 
culties. Make no mistake, your  Society is still in a 
s trong financial position, b~t  we cannot  long operate 
with an annum deficit and continue strong ! We would 
like to offer our personM thanks to all the people who 
have resp(mded so well in this difficult circumstance. 

M Y TaSK as your  president  this past  year  has been 
most rewarding. I t  has been a source of real in- 

spirat ion to me to observe the selfless manner  of so 
many  co-workers who give of their  t ime and energy 
to serve their  collaborators, their  Society, and their  
profession. I n  recognition of this, I feel that  all mem- 
bers of A.O.C.S. should strive to.: 1. par t ic ipate  in 
committee activities so that  we may  continue our 
progress, 2. help the Advert is ing Committee and the 
Chicago once  in their  research and promotion efforts 

(Continued on page 6) 
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